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July 24th 1967 
An open letter 


Hon. Richard J. Hughes, Governor, 
State House, 
Trenton, liede 


ly dear Governor liughess 


Within the past fifteen Gays, the citizens of a number of North Jersey Cities, las 
viewed with crim horror o series of racial disturbances that have resulted in a 
large nusber of violent deaths to men won and childrens alike, personal injuries 
numbering into the thousand, whole sale arrest and property damage estimted to be 
approaching to more than fifteen millions. Whyte 


ghe cities involved were, Bast Orange, liewark, Jersey City, Paterson, Englewood, 
Elizabeth, ‘low Srumswick and Plainfield. Now that the rioting has abated, the somd 
of shooting can no longer be heard, fires having been extinguished and tho populns 
has sot about the grim task of buying its dead, and treating the many wounded we 
night now find tino if we are sensible enough to calmly sit down and carnestlt and 
truthtully factually determine the causes 


whe dndtdal seene for these disturbances was set on July Sth in the wee hours of 

the noraing when ten Slack liusline sat on a poarch at 1ith St. mear th Avenue in 
the eity of Bast Orange, and steangely onough nothing has been said in regards to 
the constant erusing of police cars from lewark, up and dow tho street, nor has any 
thing beon said regarding the efforts of the Newark police in warning the merchants 
in the aroa to close their stores early that evenings 


© question is was the cruising Newark police cars in the area on a complaint 
or was they they there constantly cruising with the desired purpose to taut tho 
condustors of thee meoting and ineite some disorder. It must be noted that not too 
Jong ago an alleged usilin by tho name of visshington, was arrgsted, tried and con 
viuted for the slaying of Sergt. Comelly, o: the Bast Orange olice Department, in 
evark, an attenct holdup of a Saving & Loan Agsoci:tion in wh3ch a policeman was 
shot, fhe wuslin headquarted on South Orenge Ave, or °pringfield Ave, “ewark, was 
raided and reduced to a shanble, Is there any record of sny white church frotestant 
or Catholie having ever been entered and treated in this fashions 


lone Richard Je liughos (2) 


hot which began dn Bast Orange, on 4th street, spreaded to lewark proper a short 
‘time later as recorded by the incident in the arrest of one Jol Smith, a taxie 
driver who was arrested on an insignificant charge of violation of the motor vehicle 
act, ( tailegating and passing on the right while operating a taxi-cab on bch ghoey 
Ave, in the city of llewark) (a thing thet is a thousand time daily in Newark as we: 

as oany other cities thoruogh out the nation). 


Jn thie conneotion it 4s to be noted that the Pross roport had 4t that on ebing oxame 
ined the was suffering fron two broken or fractured ribs, infering that he had boon 
ishandled by the arresting officers. Poilee brutality tmving the object ani of such 
concern anoung the ped of Aa | sat te oeiae osties and it vas January 
that I in follow up of a news paper ding porto! a ti the Super tar 
Court of Essex County, asking that na look into the aattor oe ‘the Chief lagistrat 

Del Mouro end the Proscouter's office, for allowing a withirawal of e complaint ia 


Avtrousus Assault and Sattery, filed against a patrolman of the city of Newark, T -4 
ti 


ing owt of the firing of his service revolver into the car of a liegre resident 
city, and thon fleeing the scents 


uch has been said on both side of the dele, rording lawlesness, and it t goes without 
saying that no one in his or her right ‘ean or should ever condone rioting or 

just plain lawlessness, however it Sate be concluded upon the basis of facts thescene 
to this disturbances was initiated by the over effi€ievey on the part of the police 
in thoir handling in the arresting of the taxiedriver, on the simple charge of a mote 
orevehicle violation, ‘Bis commmity having already hovening at fever heat needs only 
a spark to get it goings 


Yow wo nove toto the tom of Plainfield, just cightoen miles away where patrolman 
Gleason, is caught in an apparent clash between a white and ged gang on Plainfield 


Ave, and was met with a horrible death, again I ask why?, p Se rs is the two gangs 
approaching the white turned possiblely to votroaty the attempted to pure 
sue thom patron Gleason firing his revolver struck peo a Seero youth see 
this the liegro es set upon the patrolman killing him, a, 


and property destruction became: the order of the day, State 
sont in to restore orders 


It was then cdroulated that certain rifles nad been stolen fron a factory in near by 
iWiddlesex and demands was then mde upm the Negro resident to turn in these stolen 
weapons not being forth coming the Sovernor Proclaimed a state of re 88 he 
claims under authority of Chapter ‘29-261 of tho Lowe of 19420, lowever + think that 
the use and reference to this as the basis dor his action was deceptive, = 


Ghapter 261, ofailie Sossion “avs of 1042, according to ite title, is quote 
an Agt corning civilian defense during the “ar Ener, Ener gency" 
ang was) omotod to propery end eid a “ext dorsey to, cope with any energenay im dealing 


with any war such Pawo in the Governor in 
setting up civilian defense ovilisetions, and no viere 4a"the said act, doos it 
ompower the governor, to issue auy order to search and seize, or tb sosrch the hows 
Sf citizens without ¢ warrant, es an this instanee.s 


the Goastitution of the United “tate Article lv. as well as Article 1, Secs 6, of 
tthe “onstitution of the State of liew sexeoy ‘are precise on this point regarding = 
Search ond Sedsures in that they both says { 
*ne right of the People to be sovure in their persons, houses, papers and 
effects,’ against mreas search and seisures shall not be viclateds and no 
warrant shall be issued eee upon probable cause, supported by oath of affirmation 
and particularly describing tho place to be searched or the thing to be nes 


